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2017 UCRSEA Graduate Fellowship Recipients 
at York University 

 
Piti Srivongchai of Khon Kaen 
University and Ly Quoc Dang of 
Chiang Mai University, 2017 UCRSEA 
Graduate Fellowship recipients, spent 
the Fall Term at York University’s 
Centre for Asian Research under the 
supervision of Prof. Douglas Young, 
UCRSEA Co-Investigator. 
 
Piti worked on his research on “Low 
Carbon City Model for Khon Kaen 
Municipality”, which aims to 
investigate factors that influence 
individual carbon emission behavior 
and propose the guidelines to reduce 
the carbon emissions for Khon Kaen. 
Dang, on the other hand, analyzed 
data he collected for his research on 
“Gender Dimensions of Flooding Vulnerability and Governance in Can Tho, Vietnam” and wrote papers.  
 
While in Toronto, they also met with other project staff based at the University of Toronto, attended the Canadian 
Council of Southeast Asian Studies (CCSEAS) Conference on 26-27 October and participated in other UCRSEA 
activities such as the Virtual Seminars. On November 17th, towards the end of their fellowship, they presented their 
respective research papers at York’s Centre for Asian Research. 
 

Latest Research Funding Recipient 
 
Pham Thi Thu Huong, a Masters candidate of the Climate Change Program, Vietnam National University, is the latest 
recipient of research funding in Southeast Asia. Her project, “Vulnerability Assessment of Sa Pa Town and Its 
Expended Area”, will provide a vulnerability analysis of the town which will form the foundation for developing a 
detailed climate action plan for Sa Pa. She will commence her research in March 2018. Ms. Pham has been involved 
with environmental protection, and climate change for 20 years. She had participated in the development of many 
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action plans, resolutions, plans and directives of the Provincial Party Committee, Provincial People's Committee. In 
particular, she personally participated as part of the implementation team of the Lao Cai City Support Project, 
“Mekong - Building Climate Resilient Asian Cities (M-BRACE)” in 2013-2014, which was funded by the US Agency for 
International Development (USAID). 
 

PROJECT NEWS 
 

UCRSEA SPREADS THE WORD 
 

@ The CCSEAS Conference, 27-28 October, York University 
 
On October 27th and 28th, UCRSEA held a panel presentation, “Community Vulnerabilities to Climate Change in 
Secondary Cities”, at the CCSEAS Conference at York University. Prof. Amrita Daniere chaired the panel.  
 

 
Prof. Amrita Daniere introduces UCRSEA to panel attendees. 

Drawing upon the case studies of various secondary cities in Southeast Asia, the panel discussed how climate 
change affect local communities and how they cope with, and adapt to environmental shocks. Adopting mainly a 
political ecology framework and a critical perspective on development, the panel discussed how environmental 
hazards, such as floods and droughts, are unevenly spread over urban space. In a context of rapid urban growth, the 
panel also discussed how local governance influences inequalities in exposure and the ability to withstand 
environmental shocks. Specifically, the panel focused on how local residents of vulnerable areas respond to these 
environmental dynamics, i.e., how their livelihoods are affected by these changes; how they take advantage of the 
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spatial change; and, more importantly, who is able to take advantage of it and what the local trends in migration 
patterns are as a consequence of the global change. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Gwenn Pulliat, 
University of 
Toronto, 
“Farmlands and the 
environment in Lao 
Cai, Vietnam. 

Try Thuon, RUPP, “The 
Politics of Spatial 
Arrangement, Urbanization 
and Climate Change: Case 
study from Battambang, 
Cambodia 
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For more information on the conference, go to conference program and panel details. 

 

 

  

 Tammy Chou, University of 
Toronto, “Social and 
Environmental Safeguards in 
the Dawei Special Economic 
Zone in Myanmar 

Taylor Whitfield, University of 

Toronto, “Drought 

Vulnerabilities & Water 

Consumption Patterns in Khon 

Kaen, Thailand 

https://ccseas2017t.files.wordpress.com/2017/10/ccseas2017program-24oct-fin.pdf
https://ccseas2017t.files.wordpress.com/2017/02/panel-details_v2.pdf
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@ Doing Fieldwork in the Global South, 9 November, University of Toronto 
 

UCRSEA held a seminar on “Doing Fieldwork in the Global South” on November 9th at the Munk School of Global 
Affairs, University of Toronto. Dr. Gwenn Pulliat, UCRSEA Postdoctoral Fellow, organized the event. Presenters shared 
their experiences while undertaking their graduate research in the Global South, particularly in data collection, 
navigating cultural differences, managing relationships with interviewees and government and non-government 
entities. Besides Gwenn, the other presenters were Furqan Asif (“Doing Fieldwork in Southeast Asia: The Good, the 
Bad and the Ugly”), Esther Lambert (“Conducting Field Work in the Carribean), Angelica de Jesus – Phuket, Thailand, 
and Nicoli Dos Santos (“Reaching the Hard to Reach: The Case of Brazil’s Bolsa Familia Program”). 
 

 
                 Photos by Angie Agulto.
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UCRSEA STAFF NEWS 
 
Au Revoir, Gwenn! 
 
Dr. Gwenn Pulliat, 2017 UCRSEA Postdoctoral Fellow, bids adieu to UCRSEA at the end of December to return to her 
native France and to take up a position at the French National Center for Scientific Research (CNRS) in January 2019. 
Among Gwenn’s major contributions to the project were preparing the Midterm Review Report, undertaking field 
research in Lao Cai, Vietnam, organizing the 2017 CCSEAS and 2018 Urban Affairs Association panel sessions, 
assisting in the UCRSEA website redesign and building up UCRSEA’s online library.  
 

UCRSEA AROUND THE WEB 
 
Critical/casual conversations: lessons from outside the meeting room in Dawei, Myanmar, ACCRN Blog, by Pakamas 
Thinphanga, UCRSEA Co-Director 
 
The Urban Climate Resilience in Southeast Asia (UCRSEA) Partnership: A critical perspective on climate change issues 
in developing cities, Cities@UofT, by Gwenn Pulliat, UCRSEA Postdoctoral Fellow 
 
 

NEW UCRSEA PUBLICATIONS 
 
Assessing the potential of a low-carbon future for Cambodia 
Furqan Asif, Melissa Marschke, and Chanrith Ngin 
 
This paper examines Cambodia's current carbon pathway and considers if Cambodia could move towards a low 
carbon future. The authors examined two of Cambodia's largest carbon emitting sectors: energy and transportation. 
They argued that Cambodia has a unique window of opportunity to pursue a low carbon pathway given that, despite 
significant economic growth, the country is currently producing less CO2 per capita compared to most other 
countries across Asia. Cambodia could benefit greatly (in economic, social, and environmental terms) from adopting 
a low carbon pathway.  
 
The full article appears on the Journal of Renewable and Sustainable Energy and is available at 
https://aip.scitation.org/doi/full/10.1063/1.4978495.  
  

https://www.acccrn.net/blog/criticalcasual-conversations-lessons-outside-meeting-room-dawei-myanmar
http://cities.utoronto.ca/the-urban-climate-resilience-in-southeast-asia-ucrsea-partnership-a-critical-perspective-on-climate-change-issues-in-developing-cities/
http://cities.utoronto.ca/the-urban-climate-resilience-in-southeast-asia-ucrsea-partnership-a-critical-perspective-on-climate-change-issues-in-developing-cities/
https://aip.scitation.org/doi/full/10.1063/1.4978495
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UPCOMING EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

2018 URBAN AFFAIRS ASSOCIATION 
(UAA) CONFERENCE 
4-7 April 2018 

UCRSEA will hold two panel sessions and will present eight papers 
by partners and collaborators at the 2018 UAA Conference under 
the special topic, “Shaping Justice and Sustainability Within and 
Beyond the City’s Edge: Contestation and Collaboration in 
Urbanizing Regions”.  Panel 1 is Climate risks management in 
rapidly developing cities. Panel 2 is Environmental policies in 
urban planning. 
 

UCRSEA PARTNERS ANNUAL 
WORKSHOP 
7-10 May 2018 

The 4th UCRSEA Annual Workshop is scheduled for 7-10 May in 
Yangon. The workshop will review progress to-date of project 
activities in the secondary cities, share research findings, 
experiences and insights and write-up papers based on research 
results. 
 

UCRSEA CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT 
TRAINING WORKSHOP 
14-18 May 2018 

As a follow-up to the 2016 Curriculum Development Workshop, a 
training workshop to introduce and teach the course syllabus on 
Urban Climate Change Resilience and Governance is being 
organized. The one-semester (15 weeks) course covers a range of 
concepts, theories, and issues relevant to and important for 
understanding the challenge of climate change in cities. Prof. Amrita 
Daniere will take the lead in the course instruction. 
 

 
 
 
 

 


