Expected Outputs
Advance Knowledge: Investigate the economic, social and physical impacts of climate change on
secondary cities in the Lower Mekong region and the connections between urbanisation, the effects
of climate change, public awareness and societal well-being; conduct research on creating inclusive
and equitable climate resilient urban governance through facilitating dialogues in secondary cities
with city planners, residents and other local stakeholders.
Shape Policy and Inform Practice: Provide space for informed public dialogue in each secondary
city to identify opportunities and priorities for urban development; facilitate learning across cities
to promote professional exchange among NGOs and local governments; develop and test tools for
urban climate vulnerability assessment and resilience planning.
Train a New Generation of Scholars and Leaders: Design and use locally appropriate educational
materials for use in public education; develop methods to facilitate citizen engagement in building
urban resilience to climate change for civil society organisations and urban planners; support
graduate-level research.
Develop Innovative Research Partnerships: Develop and strengthen a network of Canadian academics
and Southeast Asian academics, governments and community organisations to develop, refine and
apply tools for assessing vulnerability and building climate-resilient local governance across the
region.

For More Information:
Project Co-Director (Asia): Pakamas Thinphanga (pakamas@tei.or.th)
Project Co-Director (Canada): Amrita Daniere (amrita.daniere@utoronto.ca)
Project Manager (Asia): Krongjit Kitikard (krongjit@tei.or.th)
Project Manager (Canada): (ucrsea@gmail.com)

Website:
http://urbanclimateresiliencesea.apps01.yorku.ca

Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/ucrsea/

Urban Climate Resilience
in Southeast Asia
Partnership
Introduction
Southeast Asia is one of the most rapidly urbanising regions in the world. While urbanisation
is an essential component of economic development, much of the growth occurs in hazardous
locations, such as low-lying areas, river basins and coastal areas. Furthermore, weak
institutional capacity and limited knowledge are characteristic of local governments in the
Mekong region so land use planning, zoning and environmental safeguards are largely ineffective.
Lack of public access to information, participation in decision-making and access to justice
mean that there are few checks and balances and limited space for public dialogue.

Climate change exacerbates existing
challenges in urbanising areas. Many scholars
claim that global, environmental change will
impact urban dwellers more than rural
residents, and contribute significantly to
urban poverty. Climate change is described
as a “wicked problem” because its nature is
not easily defined, and the equity of policy
solutions is contested. Research suggests that
the best way to approach such problems is
to create intellectual and practical spaces that
permit informed and open dialogue.
The Urban Climate Resilience in Southeast
Asia Partnership (UCRSEA) project seeks to
address problems at the nexus of climate
change and urban governance. To resolve
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these issues, understanding how to assist
local administrations to deliver and perform
in urban areas is critical. To confront urban
vulnerability, we need effective tools and practical assessment methods to understand urban
poverty and well-being. Research undertaken in this project contributes to innovative
methodologies and tools to support vulnerability assessment, public dialogues and participatory
resilience building in cities.

The Goal of UCRSEA
Communities, cities and countries in
Southeast Asia are more socially, ecologically
and economically resilient to climate
change.

The Objective of UCRSEA
©
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Build capacity for applied research of
academics, researchers, students, civil
society and governments on the interactions
between urbanisation, regionalisation and
climate change.

Research Questions
The project’s research agenda is driven by three questions:
1. How will climate change impact the poverty and vulnerability of urban
residents in Southeast Asia?

2. What does knowledge, from academic literature and action research, tell
us about creating climate resilient urban governance that is both inclusive
and equitable?

3. How can we strengthen the agency of individuals, groups and institutions
to improve economic, physical and social well-being in urban areas, particularly
in response to climate change?

Project implementation focuses on eight secondary cities:

The Partnership
The Thailand Environment Institute and the University of Toronto lead the UCRSEA partnership
in collaboration with key universities, non-governmental organisations and some governmental
branches in the Mekong region and York University in Canada.
UCRSEA is an International Partnerships for Sustainable Societies (IPaSS) initiative, and funded
by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC) and the
International Development Research Centre (IDRC).

Koh Kong and Battambang, Cambodia
Dawei and Bago, Myanmar
Khon Kaen and Mukdahan, Thailand
Lao Cai and Ninh Binh, Vietnam

UCRSEA researchers are committed to viewing urbanisation as a transformative process in
terms of poverty, vulnerability, growth and climate change impacts. In particular, the focus is
on a historical political economy and political ecology perspective. We seek to understand
ecology-human society interactions, primarily based on an actor-oriented approach.
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