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Introduction
Around 600 to 800 houses/offices are being studied by a technical team
from UNESCO and the municipal office of Batamband in order to register
buildings as world preservation heritage sites.

Urban expansion
Since 2013, more houses have been built in ecologically sensitive wetland areas, expanding both inner cities to the sub-urban areas and rural settlement
areas. Meanwhile, informal settlements (urban slums) have increased. In 2013, the initial survey by municipality office shows 2,167 families living in 64
urban slums. By February 2016, the number increased to 2,486 families living in 51 communities. Currently, about 90 communities were identified as living
in informal settlements with an overall estimation around 4,000 families, which is equivalent to 10% of total families.
Battambang in recent years has revived its strategy to take advantage of its location to become an economic trading center, agro-industrial hub, tourist
attraction, and a competitive city for public and private sector investments. Infrastructure plays an important role for economic activities and human
interaction, which includes:
•National road No.5, which connects the municipality to other provinces, Phnom Penh, and Thailand.
•National road No.57, which connects No.5 and other urban areas.
•National railway, which connects from Phnom Penh to other parts of the country, and borders Bangkok as part of ASEAN.
•Battambang airport is situated close to the urban center but has not been in operation since 2003.

From 2010, some commune population densities exceed
7000 person/km2.

Map shows Battambang town as a
strategic location within Cambodia and
ADB-GMS’s Southern Economic
Corridor.

Photos show typical cultural and
architectural heritage buildings in
Battambang town (top left, top right,
bottom left); and people living in
urban slums/informal settlements
which often ﬂood (bottom right).
Some people have settled down
after the integration of the Khmer
Rouge people.

Climate change and development
Flooding is frequently increasing and occurs from October to December as
a result of increased flows from Sangker River and rainfall. If water level is
above 11.50 meters high, there will be flooding. In late 2013, more serious
flooding affected the whole town. There is also an ecological degradation
from upstream watershed as well as uncontrolled development such as
deforestation, large scale land acquisition for commercial crops and agroindustry, water supply, irrigation, and hydropower development.

Table and ﬁgure show population trends and density of the town in 2010 and
projection toward 2020.

Maps show historical expansion of the town since pre-colonial periods and current
urban slums (informal settlements) of the town as a result of urbanization and ruralurban migration.

Conclusions
Given the strategic location of the town, the rapid growth of urbanization, informal
settlements, and pressure of climate from unsuitable land changes and management, this
research project aims to find out who are the vulnerable peoples in Battambang town and
how do they cope with urban expansion, regional integration, and climate change. Key
research questions include:
•What is the nature of urban expansion in Battambang town?
•How are existing knowledge networks among different groups/citizens being developed to
foster urban resilience?
•What is the social network among vulnerable groups being developed in response to urban
climate change adaptation?

