The cascading impacts of migration and climate change:
Experiences of Myanmar labour migrants in Phuket, Thailand
Purpose:
To learn about the lives of Myanmar labour migrants in Phuket in order to identify migrants’ day-to-day
challenges and opportunities for socioeconomic development, and potential impacts of climate change
risks and uncertainties upon this population group.
Question:
How do social constructs, such as gender, class, residency status, race, place, and family shape labour
migrants’ lives in Phuket, especially with regards to climate change effects?

Methods:
• Interviews and photovoice with Myanmar migrants
• Interviews with government workers and non-proﬁt organization workers
• Policy analaysis
• Field observations

Examples of challenges impacting Myanmar migrants in Phuket:
• Service providers having limited budget and dealing with larger than reported population size
(e.g. increasing number of tourists, unregistered migrants, daily commuters)
• Limited water supply in Phuket particularly during January to April, creating bottlenecks of water service
provision throughout the island
• Myanmar migrants not understanding Thai and also not knowing the purpose and processes for key
documents (e.g. health coverage documents)
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“In the eight years that I have lived here, I have never used the health card. I think the company makes me have
it. It’s just something to process the other documents like my passport and work permit. I have never used my
health card. When I have a problem with health, I buy medicine from the pharmacy.”
—Research participant, 2016
“The best scientists in the world are all telling us that our activities are changing the climate,
and if we do not act forcefully, we’ll continue to see rising oceans, longer, hotter heat waves,
dangerous droughts and ﬂoods, and massive disruptions that can trigger greater migration,
conﬂict, and hunger around the globe.”
—Barack Obama, 2015
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