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Piti Srivongchai is a PhD candidate at KhonKaen University. His research 
project will focus on ways to make KhonKaen municipality into a low carbon city.  
The low carbon city is an area-based management system designed to meet 
the target of city carbon emission reduction. There are two main solutions for 
driving a low carbon city: technical solutions and lifestyle change solutions. 
Technical solutions depend on knowledge of science and technology and 
often a high budget. However, lifestyle change solutions does not depend  
on technical knowledge and high budget. They can be implemented 
immediately by individual people in urban communities. The objectives of  
this researchare to investigate the factors that influence individual carbon 
emission behavior and propose guidelines to reduce the individual carbon 
emissions in Khon Kaen Municipality.

INTRODUCTION TO NEW TEAM MEMBERS

Congratulations to UCRSEA’s new Southeast Asian and Canadian 
Graduate Student Research Funding recipients!

Graham Reeder is the latest recipient of the UCRSEA Graduate Student Research Funding from Canada.  

He is currently completing his Master’s degree in Environmental Studies, specializing in Urban Planning  

and climate change impacts. Prior to attending York University, Graham earned a Bachelor’s degree                               

in Human Ecology from the College of the Atlantic in Maine (USA). 

Graham’s work investigates the governance of flooding at climate 

impacts across jurisdictions and scales. His UCRSEA - funded research 

project in Bago, Myanmar will investigate the drivers of flood vulnerability 

and whether the intervention and resilience projects implemented since 

2015 flooding have addressed them. His broader research interests include 

urban planning and policy, global climate justice, disaster risk reduction, 

and urban flood management.

Hay Chanthol is a lecturer at the Faculty of Sociology and Community 
Development at the University of Battambang, Cambodia. His research focuses 
on the economic situation of slum areas in Battambang and how people 
living in slum areas are affected by climate change. He and his team plan to 
create a full report that describes the location of slum areas, demographic 
of inhabitants; access to services such as electricity, water, health care, and 
education; why people move in and out of slum areas; and how people from 
slum areas move out of poverty. Chanthol and his team will also explore the 
policy of the public sector towards climate change in Cambodia.
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UCRSEA welcomes new postdoctoral fellow Gwenn Pulliat!

Gwenn Pulliat is a French geographer and will join the UCRSEA team  
in January 2017 for a year. She was trained in Geography at the Ecole 
Normale Supérieure (Paris) and holds a Master's Degree in Economics of the 
Environment from AgroParisTech. She spent four years (2010-2014) in Hanoi, 
Vietnam, where she conducted her Ph.D. research on food vulnerability in  
an emerging city. 

Her postdoctoral research focuses on the nexus between the environmental 
change in developing cities and the urban dwellers' food security. Under 
the UCRSEA Project, she will explore how urban and periurban agriculture 
can enhance resilience of the city to environmental change. With a critical 
perspective, it aims at addressing whetherthe change in land use, the effects 
of environmental change on farmlands, and the urban and environmental 
policies result in rising inequalities in access to food. It will draw upon two 
case studies: Hanoi (Vietnam) and Bangkok (Thailand). 

Angie Agulto is an administrative professional with a lifelong interest and 
extensive experience in international development and research administration 
and management. She has worked in non-profit, charitable, academic and 
research institutions and in funding agencies such as UNDP (Philippines) 
and UNICEF (Canada). She has overseen the administration of grants in the 
areas of environmental management, poverty alleviation, education, natural 
sciences and medical research in Canada, Asia and West Africa. Prior to joining 
the UCRSEA Project, she was a Grants-Contracts Specialist at The Hospital for 
Sick Children Research Institute focusing on Global Child Health and major 
infrastructure projects. She also worked at Right To Play International and 
at the Research Services Office of the University of Toronto. Angie provides 
logistical, administrative and financial support to the UCRSEA team and works 
with partners in Southeast Asia.

Welcome to Angie Agulto, UCRSEA’s new Research Project and Grant Manager 

based at the University of Toronto, Canada!
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FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

Graduate Fellows in Urban Climate Resilience 

Deadline: 1 February 2017

UCRSEA invites graduate students from Vietnam, Thailand, 
Myanmar, Cambodia and Lao PDR to apply for an 
opportunity to spend one term (three months) in Toronto, 
Canada where the successful recipient(s) could pursue 
their own research and participate in the Canadian academic 
experience. The fellow will be based at one of two Toronto 
universities, the University of Toronto or York University, with 
the opportunity to join events at both institutions. For more 
information, go to the UCRSEA website. 
http://urbanclimateresiliencesea.apps01.yorku.ca/
graduate-fellows/

Graduate Student Research Fieldwork Funding

Deadline: 1 March 2017

Eligible students can apply for financial support to carry 
out fieldwork in the Mekong region. Preference will be 
given for students planning to conduct research in any 
one of the eight UCRSEA project cities: Battambang 
and Koh Kong, Cambodia; Bago and Dawei, Myanmar; 
KhonKaen and Mukdahan, Thailand; NinhBinh and 
Lao Cai, Vietnam. For more information, go to the 
UCRSEA website.
http://urbanclimateresiliencesea.apps01.yorku.ca/
research-funding/

Eligibility: Graduate students from Vietnam, Thailand, Myanmar, Cambodia and Lao PDR

Eligibility: Southeast Asian and Canadian Masters or Doctoral Students
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16 February 2017

The next meeting of the year will be held on Thursday, February 16th. The seminar series comprises 
an international group of students and junior professionals working in the areas of climate change 
resilience, urban environmental management, service provision — particularly in Southeast Asia.

The seminar meets once a month via a video conferencing service. At each meeting, two participants 
share drafts of their work (draft journal article or chapter, research proposal, etc.) and a discussion 
among the group follows. 

We welcome new members to the seminar! If you are interested in joining, please contact Angelica 
de Jesus at angelica.dejesus@mail.utoronto.ca. 

UPCOMING EVENTS & ANNOUCEMENTS

UCRSEA Virtual Seminar

Citizen science air quality monitoring training workshop

12-13 January –NinhBinh, Vietnam
16-17 January –KhonKaen, Thailand
19-20 January –Phnom Penh, Cambodia
23-24 January –Battambang, Cambodia

The goal of the “Citizen Science” workshops is to engage community residents, high school or 
university students in collecting data on air quality and temperature in their respective cities, 
thereby providing a starting point for community engagement in urban environmental issues. 
These workshops will also teach participants how to use Airbeam devices for air quality monitoring, 
including the Aircasting platform that can be connected to mobile phones and tablets to display 
and share the data. By enabling community residents to monitor their own urban temperature and 
pollution levels, these devices are useful research and advocacy tools and will hopefully empower 
citizens to bring their own data and research findings to the table and participate in shared learning 
dialogues with municipal officials and other actors on how their cities should address these issues.
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Each issue we will highlight one of the eight UCRSEA focus cities.  
This issue, the highlighted 

NinhBinh city is located to the south of Vietnam’s northern delta, between the Red and Ma rivers. About 
100 kilometers from Hanoi, the city is easily accessible by road and rail transport, and is an important 
transport point from Northern, Central and Southern Vietnam. NinhBinh is also home to the TrangAn 
scenic landscape complex that is recognized as a World Heritage site. 

UCRSEA Focus City Highlight

UCRSEA members visiting TrangAn during 
the annual meeting in May, 2016.

However, along with being an international tourist destination, NinhBinh also draws economic revenue 
from being an important transport point for cargo between Northern, Central and Southern Vietnam. 
The QuangNinh – QuangBinh coastal shipping route, which opened in 2014, expands the capacity and 
connection of various inland and seaports, including NinhBinh. This port expansion project is expected 
to contribute to NinhBinh’s rapid urbanization.

As a coastal city located in a low lying area near 
the Red River Delta, NinhBinh is one of Vietnam’s 
most vulnerable cities to climate change. Most of 
the population of NinhBinh province is clustered 
in the delta area with an elevation of very close to 
sea level.
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Faced with this reality, NinhBinh developed the 
Provincial Climate Change Strategies, and taken 
other steps such as increasing the number of 
military and police staff on duty during the 
flood season, and reinforcing the physical 
infrastructure, such as reinforcing dikes and 
dredging the Hoang Long river to facilitate clear 
water flow.

NinhBinh draws upon both the tourism and 
industrial industries to fuel its rapid urbanization. 
As the city grows, it will place greater stress upon 
its natural resources and local residents may 
become more vulnerable to clean water shortages 
and pollution from multiple construction projects. 
Expanding the city limits may also mean that 
homes and other property moves into more 
and more flood-prone areas, putting residents 
and property owners at increased risk of flood  
damage. 

Currently, severe storms along the Hoang Long 
River and East Sea cause flooding every year. 
Given the changing weather patterns and rising 
ocean temperatures caused by climate change, 
the timing and strength of the storms and floods 
are increasingly difficult to predict.

Large-scale construction projects may also increase the surrounding area’s vulnerability to flooding if 
the debris from construction blocks dikes or canals, or if new concrete surface areas prevent water from 
being absorbed into the ground, thus causing flash flooding. If local actors’ livelihoods are constantly 
and negatively affected by property and income loss due to flooding, it will be difficult for them to build 
sustainable livelihoods or communities.

In January 2017, NinhBinh will be one of the cities to host the Citizen Science workshops, which aim to 
encourage public participation in air quality monitoring and increase understanding of and access to 
climate change science in the local community.



Urban Climate Resilience in Southeast Asia Partnership8

The inaugural Collaborative City Exchange Trip 
took place on 25-28 October 2016 in Dawei, 
Myanmar when 15 UCRSEA team members 
from Thailand, Cambodia, Vietnam and Laos 
gathered to learn about the impacts of the Dawei 
Special Economic Zone development from local 
stakeholders.

Photos taken during the trip by photographer 
Jonathan Rhodes are available here.

“With the planning of a large Special  
Economic Zone spanning almost two hundred 
square kilometres, Dawei is expected to take 
on an important role in the ASEAN region. 
The port zone and industrial activities are 
expected to be a major component of the 
ASEAN Economic Community’s corridor 
that spans Vietnam, Lao PDR, Cambodia, 

REGIONAL PARTNERSHIP NEWS & OP-ED

“Visiting Dawei”

- Jonathan de Luca

Thailand and Myanmar. Special Economic Zones are areas where certain industrial activities 
are preferentially developed, and usually involve policies that encourage industrialization such 
as tax breaks on import of industrial inputs, state-subsidized infrastructure development and 
sometimes labour policies that are more favourable to employers.

“The government can get profits and businessmen can get profits,” said a local activist. “But on 
the other hand, on the ground, our people are not ready so we are really afraid about this, about 
human rights abuse… land grabbing, seed grabbing… We need to find a different way to solve 
this.”

Read the full post here.  
http://urbanclimateresiliencesea.apps01.yorku.ca/dawei-collaborative-city-exchange-trip/

Dawei Collaborative City Exchange Trip:

http://urbanclimateresiliencesea.apps01.yorku.ca/dawei-city-exchange-album/

 Research Assistant, Master's Candidate, Faculty of Environmental Studies, York University
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“I found some of the most valuable moments  
of learning occurred at unexpected times   
outside of the planned workshops and meetings.
For me, these informal sharing sessions and 
exchanges were an important part of the trip. 
Gathering sucha collection of international  
experts together is a great opportunity for learning 
and regional exchange. In future Collaborative 

“Open ears: the value of regional conversation”

- Jasmine An

City Exchange trips, I look forward to deeper opportunities for interdisciplinary analysis and 
engagement through workshops and Shared Learning Dialogues. However, we should also 
remember to leave room for the informal, unstructured dialogues and spontaneous moments of 
learning that can teach us so much as well.” Read the full post here.

http://urbanclimateresiliencesea.apps01.yorku.ca/dawei-collaborative-city-exchange-trip/

In mid- to late November, UCRSEA held a series of training workshops in Thailand, Vietnam and 
Cambodia for project partners to develop “Theory of Change” frameworks for evaluating and structuring 
their individual research projects. Facilitated by M & E Specialist Joanna Kocsis, the objective of these 
workshops was to strengthen the capacity and technical skills of team members in project planning, 
monitoring and evaluating their own work.

Theory of Change Training Workshops

Hanoi, Vietnam: 17-18 November 2016
KhonKaen, Thailand: 21-22 November 2016
Phnom Penh, Cambodia: 24-25 November 2016

UCRSEA Staff, Communications and Research Associate
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PRESENTATIONS BY PROJECT MEMBERS

A special congratulations to UCRSEA student researcher Kim Thi Ho who recently published her 
paper titled: “Livelihood and Adaptive Capacity of Khmer immigrants in peri-urban areas of Ho 
Chi Minh city: a case study in Binh Tan District in the period of 2003-2013.”

http://qlkh.hcmussh.edu .vn/?ArticleId=a196e1b7-6ce4- 4837-990d-08eefbb3cc1f

Building Urban Climate Resilience in Southeast Asia: Case studies from 
Cambodia and Thailand

On November 1st, several UCRSEA students presented their research at the Munk School of 
Global Affairs at the University of Toronto, Canada. The presenters included AnshulBhatnagar and 
Nathan Stewart, who both did fieldwork in KhonKaen, Thailand; Angelica de Jesus, who did her 
fieldwork in Phuket, Thailand; and FurqanAsif, who did his research in Koh Kong, Cambodia. For 
more information about the panel, see the event flyer, and for more details on each panelist’s 
presentation, go to the UCRSEA website.

http://urbanclimateresiliencesea.apps01.yorku.ca/project-news/

UCRSEA takes to the road: participation at international conferences

In November, UCRSEA post-doctoral fellow 
Danny Marks participated in a panel “Disaster 
Justice for Whom” at the Disaster Justice in 
Anthropocene Asia and the Pacific conference 
at the National University of Singapore.The 
conference’s central premise is that “disaster 
justice as a moral claim on governance arises 
from anthropogenic interventions in nature 
that incubate disasters and magnify their 
socially and spatially uneven impacts. Posing 

disaster justice as a problem of governance thus covers a set of issues that encompass but are also 
differentiated from such allied concepts as environmental and climate justice. As intense events 
that cause widespread harm and overwhelm existing capacities to respond, disasters generate 
highly charged but exceptionally complex questions of justice.” Danny presented his PhD thesis 
research on Bangkok’s 2011 flooding. For more information, go to the conference website.

https://ari.nus.edu.sg/Event/Detail/ec34013b-d000-4f71-a964-9e6c4b3db1b0
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In September, UCRSEA facilitated a panel at the 13th Asia Pacific Sociological Conference (APSA) 
“Globalization, Mobility and Borders: Challenges and Opportunities in the Asia-Pacific” held 
at the Royal University of Phnom Penh, Cambodia. Below, some of the panelists share their 
reflections on the experience.

Daniel Hayward, UCRSEA Project Researcher:

The ASPA conference has been a curious 
experience from the perspective of 
UCRSEA. Such conferences are always 
a useful yardstick with which to gauge 
thematic trends  of research and hot topics 
in academia. In this case, and beyond the 
UCRSEA-hosted round table discussions, 
several blocks were devoted in part to 
climate change. Did I  learn something  here?  
Yes, in that despite common usage, no 
single presenter could satisfactorily define 
or contextualize the meaning of 'climate 
change'. This emphasizes the fact that  
we must be so careful when approaching this topic.  What do we mean by it?  Is it relevant to 
how people convey their experiences of weather events, disasters, changing trends? Otherwise, 
vulnerabilities of urban populations cannot be addressed, and scientific understanding applied, 
if we fail to communicate with the perceptions of different agents.
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I had a wonderful experience at the 
APSA conference. With the theme of 
“Globalization, Mobility and Borders:  
Challenges and Opportunities in the 
Asia-Pacific,” the participants introduced 
and issued the results of new studies  
with different approaches in each panel.

Ho Kim Thi, PhD candidate in 

Environmental and Resource 

Management at the Vietnam 

National University:

On half of UCRSEA project, Dr.Sayamon Saiyot (Thailand Environment Institute) presented the issue 
"Urban Transformation across Borders" with interesting perspectives. She gave me a new understanding 
about the transformative process of some secondary cities in Southeast Asia. Besides that, I learned  
a lot of experiences from Mr.Try Thuon ("The Implications of Urbanisation in Battambang"), from 
Ms.Carli Melo ("Urbanisation and The Dawei Special Economic Zone"), from Mr.Daniel Hayward ("City 
Moves: The Interface between Human Mobility and Urban Development in Peri-Urban Chiang Mai") 
and Mr. Furqan Asif ("Low Carbon Economy for Cambodia" about Koh Kong, Cambodia).

Thuon Try, UCRSEA’s PhD scholarship recipient and a doctoral student  

at Chiang Mai University

While reading books and searching for relevant 
literature are everyday practices of student life, this 
routine remains incomplete without engaging with the 
social world. Attending the APSA conference allowed 
me to meet various scholars from the region and work 
closely with colleagues from UCRSEA on a roundtable  
discussion, Globalization, urbanization and social change, 
understanding of climate change impacts, where I 
presented case studies on the implication of urbanization 
in Battambang, Cambodia. 

The diverse conference, which was attended by 150 scholars from 18 countries, had many exciting 
presentations. I realized that despite our regional connectivity, there are still gaps between the 
reality of social problems and the policy response. We do not only need good research frameworks 
and products, but require more engagement through critical policy debates with decision makers, 
moving beyond fixed physical and political boundaries. 
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For More Information: 

Project Co-Director (Southeast Asia): Pakamas Thinphanga (pakamas@tei.or.th)
Project Co-Director (Canada): Amrita Daniere (amrita.daniere@utoronto.ca)
Project Manager (Southeast Asia): Krongjit Kitikard (krongjit@tei.or.th) 
Project Manager (Canada): Angie Agulto (ucrsea@gmail.com)

Website: http://urbanclimateresiliencesea.apps01.yorku.ca

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ucrsea/

We want to hear from you!

If you or your organization have any upcoming events, news or announcements you would like included 
in the next newsletter, please contact Jasmine An, Thailand Environment Institute Field Officer based in 
Chiang Mai, at jasmine@tei.or.th.




