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Welcome to the inaugural Urban Climate Resilience in Southeast Asia 
Partnership (UCRSEA) newsletter! 
 
We aim to publish the newsletter three times a year to keep you up to date 
on activities and opportunities. We hope that it will grow to become a key 
tool for the Partnership and the network that we are building together.  
 
We want your news! 
 
Please send your updates, publications, related opportunities, research 
findings and images to ucrsea@gmail.com for inclusion in future editions of 
the newsletter and on the web site and Facebook pages.  
 
If we can support your knowledge mobilizations efforts, please do let us 
know.   
	
Pakamas and Amrita 
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Partners News 
 
UCRSEA Secondary Cities 
The UCRSEA partners have 
chosen the secondary cities that 
form the core of the project. 
 
Cambodia - Koh Kong and 
Battambang  
Myanmar - Dawei and Bago 
Thailand - Khon Kaen and 
Mukdahan 
Vietnam - Lao Cai and Ninh 
Binh 
 
Learn more about these 
urbanizing cities and how 
climate change is affect them at: 
http://urbanclimateresiliencese
a.apps01.yorku.ca/secondary-
cities/	
	
Special thanks to Thao Hoang, the 
UCRSEA master’s student who 
prepared the summaries.   
 
Image source: Asian Development Bank 
 
	

2015 Summary of Activities  
Efforts in the first half of 2015 were focused on setting up the project.  
 

- The first annual meeting held in Bangkok in January brought all of 
the partner organizations from Cambodia, Myanmar, Thailand, 
Vietnam and Canada together with the International Advisory Board 
and project students. 

- Eight cities selected by the country collaborators.  
- Meetings and seminars hosted by country collaborators to introduce 

the project and engage with potential academic and city partners. 
o Country Collaborators prepared and implemented activities to 

visit cities and engage with potential local stakeholders.  
! Battambang, Koh Kong 
! Yangon University, Dawei University  
! Ninh Binh  
! Mahasarakham University  

- Networking activities – identifying and engaging with academic and 
research institutions.  

 
 

http://urbanclimateresiliencesea.apps01.yorku.ca/secondary-cities/
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The second half of the year focused on strategic planning and 
implementation for vulnerability assessment as well as city engagement.   

- Country Collaborators prepared and developed work plans for Year 
2 focusing on documenting situation analysis for vulnerability 
assessment. 

- Mercy Corps, REAM, Swanyee – Yangon University 
o Yangon University hosted an academic seminar with heads of 

departments and pro-rector.  
- Saw Win (REAM) and Taylor Martin (graduate researcher, 

University of Ottawa) conducted a situational analysis of Dawei, 
Myanmar.    

- Royal University of Phnom Penh – Battambang – situation analysis  
o engaged with Battambang Municipality and Commune Council 

to learn about the city and its challenges. Visit to a slum 
community and had the opportunity to speak with the head of 
the community about water, land and employment concerns. 
The team also learned about solid waste management and 
recycling in the city. 

- Khon Kaen – Shared Learning Dialogue, situation analysis  
o A meeting in Khon Kaen City in early November was the first 

chance outside of the annual workshop for all four UCRSEA 
Thai partner organizations to meet and discuss shared 
activities. The second day of the meeting was also a first – one 
of many of the project’s planned Shared Learning Dialogue 
(SLD) events. City stakeholders from local government came 
together to share information on the city with team members, 
including a history of Khon Kaen City and its rise as a regional 
economic hub, water supply issues, access to infrastructure 
and other services, changing weather patterns as well as other 
challenges that the city will face. 

 
Partner publications 
Richard Friend is co-author of a new paper on “Rights to Urban Climate 
Resilience: Moving beyond Poverty and Vulnerability,” published in Wiley 
Interdisciplinary Reviews: Climate Change. The paper can be accessed at: 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/wcc.364/abstract 
 
Partner organizations and project collaborators 
UCRSEA is pleased to welcome the Faculty of Environment and Resource 
Studies at Mahasarakham University as a partner organization and 
Yanyong Inmuong as a project collaborator.  
 
Yanyong Inmuong is Dean, Faculty of Environment and Resource Studies 
at Mahasarakham University, Thailand. He holds at PhD in Environmental 
Studies from the University of Tasmania, Australia. His research interests 
include environmental health impact assessment and community-based 
actions on sustainable environment and management. 
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The Faculty of Environment and Resource Studies at Mahasarakham 
University began as a unit under the Faculty of Graduate Studies and is 
now a fully independent faculty status offering undergraduate and 
graduate degree programs in Environment and Resource Studies and 
Environmental Technology. The Faculty aims to promote research 
activities, community services and integration of local art and culture for 
environmental conservation and development. It places great emphasis on 
seeking and promoting effective resolutions to environmental problems 
existing in the northeastern region as well as in the Mekong River Basin. 
For more information, visit: http://www.inter.msu.ac.th/news_detail-99-
faculty-of-environment-and-resource-studies.html 
  
Other changes include the departure of ISET-International and ISET-
Vietnam as partner organizations.   
 
 
Students and Postdoctoral Researchers 
 
Postdoctoral Researchers 
UCRSEA is pleased to host two postdoctoral 
researchers in the second year of the project: 
Vanessa Lamb and Hong Kim Tran. Both 
researchers support and assist the co-directors to 
manage the research elements of the Partnership 
as well as conduct pathbreaking research work of 
relevance to UCRSEA’s research objectives. 
 
The Partnership welcomed Vanessa Lamb as its 
first postdoctoral researcher in July 2015.  Dr. 
Lamb has worked and conducted research in 
Southeast Asia on natural resource access for the 
past 10 years. She was awarded an ASEAN-Canada Junior Fellowship for 
her continued research on water politics and  
transboundary environmental governance in Southeast Asia. She 
completed her dissertation, Ecologies of Rule and Resistance, focused on 
the politics of ecological knowledge and development of the Salween River 
at York University’s Department of Geography. 
 
Dr. Lamb’s research during her fellowship will focus on riverbanks, 
gardens and their gardeners in Southeast Asia. Using river banks as 
floodways and urban agricultural space can contribute to food production 
and security and improved livelihood options. River bank gardens can also 
be considered as part of contested riverine landscapes in urbanizing areas 
as there is a tendency identified in Southeast Asia to reshape river 
systems by putting concrete flood control and protection infrastructure in 
areas that are traditionally held as public land. For more information on 
Vanessa and her research: 
http://urbanclimateresiliencesea.apps01.yorku.ca/event-activity/lamb/  



2016,	No.	1	

 

Tran Hong Kim, who holds a PhD in 
Community Planning from RMIT Melbourne, 
Australia, will begin her fellowship in 
February 2016. Dr. Tran will be based in 
Bangkok and will work with Co-Director 
Pakamas Thinphanga. She will spend the 
first month of the fellowship in Toronto, 
Canada. Her doctoral research focuses on 
community based climate change adaptation 
strategies for the urban poor through a case 
study of flooding in Ho Chi Minh City, 
Vietnam.  
 
Her proposed fellowship research will focus on gender and environmental 
hazards, specifically building resilience in relation to urban floods in 
Vietnam.  
  
Doctoral Scholarship Recipients 
Congratulations to Thuon Try and Dang Ly Quoc, recipients of UCRSEA 
doctoral scholarships. The renewable scholarship covers registration, 
tuition and living costs, including field research, for 12 months of study at 
a regional university where the students’ doctoral fieldwork will focus on 
the Partnership’s themes and take place in one or more of the eight 
secondary cities. 
 
Thuon Try, a consultant, field researcher, evaluator and team leader with 
over a decade of experience in Cambodia and neighbouring countries, 
began his doctoral studies at the Regional Centre for Social Sciences and 
Sustainable Development (RCSD) at Chiang Mai University, Thailand, in 
August 2015. His supervisor is Chayan Vaddhanaphuti. 
  
Try’s doctoral research, tentatively titled “Urban 
Climate Resilience Governance and Risk in 
Southeast Asia: A Case Study from Cambodia,” will 
investigate how climate change impacts the poverty 
and vulnerability of urban residents in Cambodia, 
and how the agency of individuals, groups and 
institutions can be strengthened to improved 
economic, physical and social well-being in urban 
areas, particularly in response to climate change. 
His research will be situated in Battambang and Koh 
Kong, two Greater Mekong Sub-region (GMS) corridor towns in Cambodia 
that are receiving new investment and experiencing economic success.  
 
For more information on Try and his research: 
http://urbanclimateresiliencesea.apps01.yorku.ca/event-activity/thuon-
ucrsea-scholarship/ 
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Dang Ly Quoc is currently a researcher in the 
Department of Socio-Economic and Policy Studies, 
Mekong Delta Development Research Institute at Can 
Tho University in Vietnam. He hails from Soc Trang 
Province, one of the provinces in the Mekong Delta 
that is most affected by climate change. 
 
Dang intends to enroll in Khon Kaen University in 
Thailand for his doctoral studies in 2016. He will 

explore how gender roles in families who live in the urban and peri-urban 
areas of Can Tho City, at the centre of the Mekong Delta, face and deal with 
natural disaster risk. He is in interested in how men and women make 
decisions related to disaster risks in their households and how they engage 
with local government officials and others stakeholders. In his study, he 
plans to investigate three districts: Cai Rang, Binh Thuy and Ninh Kieu. 
 
For more information on Ly Quoc and his research: 
http://urbanclimateresiliencesea.apps01.yorku.ca/event-
activity/congratulations-dang-ly-quoc-partnerships-second-scholarship-
recipient/ 
 
 
Research Funding Recipients 
Two doctoral students will also benefit from UCRSEA support for their 
graduate fieldwork: Ho Kim Thi and Sarah Allen.  
 
Ho Kim Thi is a graduate student in the Economic Geography & Regional 
Development Section in the Faculty of Geography at Vietnam National 
University - Ho Chi Minh City. UCRSEA will support her doctoral research, 
which assesses the livelihood resilience and vulnerability to climate change 
of Khmer ethnic minority group in Sóc Trăng, Vietnam. Khmer people, 
with a population of more than 1.3 million, are the largest ethnic minority 
group in the Mekong Delta, Vietnam.  
  
Sarah Allen is a doctoral student at York University in Toronto, Canada. 
Her doctoral project, “Urban Water Security in Response to an Urbanizing 
Mekong Delta, Vietnam,” examines the relationship between water users 
and urban water systems within the urban Mekong River Delta – 
specifically in the cities of Can Tho and Ho Chi Minh City. She is interested 
in understanding this relationship in light of increasing rates of 
urbanization and the associated growing vulnerability of urban water 
users. 
 
Thank you!  
We would like to extend a special thanks to the UCRSEA’s Student Funding 
Committee for their hard work and support in choosing student awardees. 
 
 

http://urbanclimateresiliencesea.apps01.yorku.ca/event-activity/congratulations-dang-ly-quoc-partnerships-second-scholarship-recipient/
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From the Field 
This section of the newsletter will be a place for UCRSEA student 
researchers and interns to share their recent research and fieldwork 
experiences and insights.  
 
 
Furqan Asif is a doctoral candidate in International Development at the 

University of Ottawa. His research focuses on 
understanding migration amidst increasing 
urbanization and regionalization and its effects on the 
resilience and wellbeing of coastal fishing communities 
in Cambodia. Furan is receiving support from Ngin 
Chanrith and Naret Heng at the Royal University of 
Phnom Penh. Read more about his experience in an 
article called ‘Gearing Up’ at: 

http://urbanclimateresiliencesea.apps01.yorku.ca/?p=1906 
 

University of Toronto doctoral student Angelica de Jesus’ doctoral 
research documents how Myanmar migrants 
understand, anticipate and experience climate change 
effects in Phuket, Thailand in order to identify 
correlations between migration, gender and climate 
change resilience. The Faculty of Environment and 
Resource Studies at Mahasarakham University is 
Angelica’s host in Thailand. In ‘Keep calm and 
interview on’, she talks about her experience 
conducting cross-cultural interviews in Phuket. Read her article at: 
http://urbanclimateresiliencesea.apps01.yorku.ca/?p=1892 
 

 
Taylor Martin has spent the last five months in 
Myanmar and Thailand, first as a project intern and 
until December 2015, conducting research for her 
master’s thesis. A University of Ottawa student, 
Taylor’s current research concerns urban vulnerability 
and resilience in Southeast Asia. Taylor’s internship 
was based at Mercy Corps Myanmar and ISET-
International and Saw Win (REAM) is supporting her 

research this fall. Taylor shares her applied research in the city of Dawei 
with us – read more at: 
http://urbanclimateresiliencesea.apps01.yorku.ca/?p=1914 
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Lusha Zhou shares findings from her summer 2015 
fieldwork conducted in Lao Cai, Vietnam. A master’s 
student in Geography at the University of Toronto, 
Lusha received support in the field from Nguyen Ly 
(CECR). Read more about her research here: 
http://urbanclimateresiliencesea.apps01.yorku.ca/gre
en-infastructure-lao-cai-zhou/ 
 
 
Muhammad Ishtiaq Afridi, Carli Melo and Dieu 
Anh Dinh completed summer internships with the 
project in Bangkok, Yangon and Toronto. Ishtiaq, a 
postgraduate student in Sustainability Management 
Program (MScSM) at the University of Toronto, was 
hosted by ISET-International. He reflects on his 
summer internship and how it influenced his post- 
graduate research – read his story at: 
http://urbanclimateresiliencesea.apps01.yorku.ca/?p=1909 
 

 
Carli Melo, who is completing a master’s degree in 
Planning, specializing in social planning and policy, at 
the University of Toronto, considers her summer 
internship experience in Myanmar and the impacts, 
drivers and management of urbanization processes in 
Daiwei. Carli’s internship was based at Mercy Corps 
Myanmar. Read more about her experiences at: 
http://urbanclimateresiliencesea.apps01.yorku.ca/fro

m-the-field-melo/ 
 
 
Publications 
 
UCRSEA State of Knowledge Papers 
State of Knowledge papers are short, non-technical briefing papers on the 
“state of knowledge” of a particular issue related to the UCRSEA project 
questions, goals and themes. These papers may apply a case study 
approach to understanding a particular issue or may provide a literature 
review of significant issues related to urban climate resilience in Southeast  
The first of the papers on ‘Urban Disasters: Case Studies from Southeast 
Asia’ by Esther Lambert (University of Toronto) is now available on the 
UCRSEA web site: http://urbanclimateresiliencesea.apps01.yorku.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2015/04/urban-disasters-report-lambert.pdf.  
 
 
 
 
 

http://urbanclimateresiliencesea.apps01.yorku.ca/green-infastructure-lao-cai-zhou/
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UCRSEA Working Papers 
We plan to launch the UCRSEA Working Paper series in early 2016. Papers 
in the series will address key issues related to urban climate resilience, the 
challenges for secondary cities in addressing climate change, and issues of 
social and environmental justice as related to broader themes of human-
environment relations in Southeast Asia. The working paper series will 
provide in-depth consideration of conceptual, analytical or methodological 
issues relating to these challenges. Overall, the series aims to enhance the 
emerging knowledge on urban climate resilience in Southeast Asia, and on 
related development and policy challenges for urban climate governance, 
and to strengthen the analytical analysis and tools of the UCRSEA project. 
 
Upcoming papers include an overview of complexity literature as related 
to urban climate governance by Rebecca McMillian, a doctoral student at 
the University of Toronto.  
 
The managing editor of both series is Vanessa Lamb. If you are interested 
in contributing to either series or have suggestions for research topics, 
please contact Vanessa at v.lamb@utoronto.ca 
 
  
Dealing with Complex Urban Systems and Uncertainty: Insights from 
Northeast Thailand 
UCRSEA Co-Director Pakamas Thinphanga and Richard Friend are co-
authors of a blog article on complex urban systems and climate change, 
using Udon Thani, Thailand, as a case study. The article can be accessed 
here:  
http://www.thenatureofcities.com/2015/10/14/11183/ 
 
 
Share your publication with us! 
Please let us know about your publications on project themes or 
highlighting UCRSEA-supported research. Send the details to 
ucrsea@gmail.com.  
 
 
Project News and Opportunities  
 
UCRSEA Executive Committee Meeting 
The second UCRSEA Executive Committee (EC) meeting will be held on 15 
January 2016. This meeting follows on a successful first meeting in August 
2015.  
 
All partners will have a role in providing leadership, direction and 
coordination for the project through the Executive Committee (EC). Its 
membership is drawn from the network of partners. The Committee’s role 
is to oversee the broad management of the project, provide research 
direction and ensure close communication among participants for efficient 
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resource managemen and optimum synergy among researchers. The EC 
meets three times annually.  
 
To request a copy of the minutes from the August 2015 meeting, please 
email ucrsea@gmail.com.  

 
Engaging Cities in Climate Resilience 
The second project annual meeting and workshop will be held on 25-27 
April 2015 in Ha Noi, Vietnam. This annual meeting and workshop will be 
an opportunity to bring the partnership together to accomplish the 
project’s overall goal that “communities, cities and countries in Southeast 
Asia become more socially, ecologically and economically resilient to 
climate change, which contributes to possibilities for green growth, better 
governance and greater security and sustainability.”  
 
A team field trip to Ninh Binh, one of the project’s secondary cities, will 
take place on 24 April and a reception will be held on the evening of 25 
April. More information will be circulated to team members in January 
2016.  
 
Water in the City - Water & Governance in a Changing Urban Environment: 
Conceptual and Practical Approaches will take place on 25 April 2015, 
organized in coordination with the annual meeting and workshop. This 
public event will highlight scholarship from a range of perspectives to 
consider the pressing problems of urban water and governance in their 
links to urbanization, climate and environmental change, social 
transformations and resource access.   
 
Opportunities 
As a partnership, one of the key goals of the project is to develop a network 
of researchers and urban practitioners in the Mekong Region concerned 
with urban climate resilience. 
 
The project has various funding to support this goal: 
▪ Graduate Fellows in Urban Climate Resilience (Deadline: 15 February 
2016) 
▪ UCRSEA Post-Doctoral Fellowship 2016.2017 (Deadline: 10 February 
2016) 
▪ Graduate Students, Research and Scholar Research Funding (Deadlines: 
March and October 2016) 
 
For more information: 
http://urbanclimateresiliencesea.apps01.yorku.ca/research/research/ 
 
Thank you in advance for your help in circulating these opportunities! 
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Conference presentations 
Richard Friend and Pakamas Thinphanga presented in a special session on 
the Mekong region at the Crossing Borders: Governing Environmental 
Disasters in a Global Urban Age in Asia and the Pacific conference on 5-6 
November 2015 at the National University of Singapore.   
 
The paper entitled ‘Urban Transformations and Changing Patterns of Local 
Risk: The Interwoven Influence of Regionalization, Urbanization and 
climate change’ explores the regional dimensions of patterns of 
urbanization, and the ways in which urbanization creates new patterns of 
vulnerability and risk that go beyond spatial impacts of specific events.  
 
Six members of the UCRSEA team presented their research in a panel 
titled ‘Building Urban 
Climate Change 
Resilience: Evolving 
Challenge in 
Southeast Asian 
Cities’ at the 2015 
Canadian Council for 
Southeast Asian 
Studies Conference, 
held in Ottawa, Canada on 15-17 October 2015. 
 
The panel included a conceptual paper that described the conceptual 
framework underlying the project as well as three papers by graduate 
students supported by the Partnership based on their exploratory 
research in Lao Cai, Vietnam, Daiwei, Myanmar and Bangkok, Thailand.  
The three student papers range in focus from the possibilities for green 
infrastructure in a rapidly urbanizing Vietnamese city to conducting a 
preliminary vulnerability analysis in Myanmar to how to create room for 
resiliency and sustainability planning in cities that are still struggling to 
manage basic infrastructure. 
 
The papers presented were: 
• ‘Building Urban Climate Change Resilience in Southeast Asia: 

Conceptual Framework’ by Amrita Daniere, Lisa Drummond, Richard 
Friend, Pakamas Thinphanga 

• ‘Conducting Climate Vulnerability Assessment in Daiwei, Myanmar’ by 
Carli Melo 

• ‘Flows of Water: Green Infrastructure in Rapidly Urbanizing Lao Cai’ by 
Lusha Zhou 

• “’Challenges to Sustainability in Southeast Asian Cities’ by Ishtiaq 
Afridi  
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The full paper abstracts are available at this link: 
http://urbanclimateresiliencesea.apps01.yorku.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2015/10/ccseas_2015.pdf 
 
More information about the conference, including the full programme, can 
be accessed here: https://ccseas2015.wordpress.com 
  
New Logo 
 
A big thank you to York University 
design student Karen Keung for her 
design of the new UCRSEA logo. 
Copies of the logo are available for 
download for project use from the 
Researchers’ Portal site.  
  
 


