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Outline of the Research Process  

• Phase 1: First steps (define question, select 
methods, do literature review) 

• Phase 2: Collect evidence about the 
research questions 

• Phase 3: Relate the evidence collected to the 
research question asked, draw conclusions.  



Phase I  

• Selecting and narrowing problem to be 
studied 

• Selecting a research design 
• Designing measures for variables 
• Selecting a sample 



Phase 2  

• Collect your data 
• Summarize and organize your data 
• This may actually be the easiest 

and shortest part of your research! 



Phase 3  

• Relate your data collected to the research 
question 

• Data analysis 
• Draw conclusions 
• Assess limitations of the study 
• Make suggestions for further study 



Choosing a Field Site 
• Should you choose your site 

based on representativeness, or 
on willingness to cooperate, 
convenience and where you 
have contacts already? 
 

• Five criteria to consider: 
 - Simplicity 
 - Accessibility 
 - Unobtrusiveness 
 - Permissibleness 
 - Participation levels 
 



Working at Different Scales and 
Boundaries 

Boundary Scales: 
• People can be bilocal in identity 

and highly mobile. 
• Separate places can become a 

single community linked through 
circulation of people, money, goods 
and information 
 

Time scales: 
• How long will you be there?  
• How far back in history are you 

interested in events? 
• What routine events happen in your 

site that you would like to see? 
• What happens during a typical day? 
• Will you miss particular seasonal 

events by going for certain periods 
of time? 



Sampling in the Social Sciences 
• The manner in which a sample is drawn 

determines to what extent we can generalize from 
the findings.  

• Only if the sample studied can be shown to 
represent a larger population can the results of a 
study of the sample be taken to give reliable 
information about the larger population.  

• If the sample studied is not representative, the 
conclusions drawn from the research must be 
limited to the sample studied.  



Sampling, Continued 

• If you are not interested in drawing 
conclusions for a larger population, you do 
not need to be as concerned with sampling 
frameworks.  

• Or if you are studying the entire population 
of interest (i.e. a small group) you do not 
need to have a random sample.  



Ways to Sample 

• Random Sampling 
• Simple random 

sampling 
• Systematic sampling 
• Stratified random 

sampling 
• Cluster sampling

  

Non-Random Sampling 
• Accidental sampling/ 
available subjects 
• Accidental quota 
• Purposive/judgmental 

sampling 
• Systematic matching 



Ways to choose a random sample 

• From a map of the village, select every 3rd (or 4th or 6th) 
house for study. Be sure to pick the starting point 
randomly. 

• Write the names of every HH in the area on small pieces of 
paper.  Put them all in a hat and draw out how many 
people you want to interview. 

• Get a list from the village head of every household in the 
area.  Assign each HH a number.  Then use a random 
numbers table to pick your sample.  



Key informants 
• Informants: someone well versed in the 

phenomenon you wish to study or who has 
particular knowledge of a subject or area 

• These people can be found by asking others in the 
area who is well respected for their knowledge in 
special areas. 

• Key informants may not know everything about all 
topics, but should have in-depth knowledge of some 
particular issue.  

• Engage key informants in semi-structured 
interviews, transect walks, time charts. 

• Remember that key informants may not be 
representative of all groups in the area.  

• Key informants will not be able to provide reliable 
information about all areas or issues.  



Types of people to work with:  

Used to collect information at
administrative levels, such as

statistics or government policies

Officials

Used to collect information
from specific people with in-depth

knowledge on certain topics

Key Informants

Used to collect specific information
in smaller, specified groups with

common interests or backgrounds

Focus Groups

Used to collect very general
information in large groups, allows
groups of people to discuss issues

among themselves

Village Meetings

Used to collect specific
information with individuals

or small groups of people, usually
related or living in the same home

Individuals/
Households

Researcher or Fieldworker



Participant Observation: What is it? 
• A participant observer participates, overtly or covertly, in people’s daily lives 

for an extended period of time, watching what happens, listening to what is 
said, collecting any information that is available to throw light on issues of 
concern. 

• Participant observation aims to generate practical and theoretical truths about 
human life grounded in reality of daily existence.  

• Through participation, one becomes intimately acquainted with a certain 
culture or strata of life, and its involvements, more than one would have 
obtained simply as an outside observer.  

• Participant observation stresses interpretation and understanding of human 
issues. 

• Participant observation is open ended, flexible, opportunistic and requires 
constant redefinition. 

• Part. obs is an in-depth, qualitative case study approach and design. 
• The strategy of directly being with and around the participants of a setting 

over a period of time is the most directly involving and therefore the most 
intimate and morally hazardous methods of social research.  



Situations in which Participant 
Observation is Appropriate: 

• A study is needed of attitudes and behaviors best 
understood in their natural setting 

• Little is known about a community/situation. 
• There are important differences between insides and 

outsiders 
• Activities occur outside the view of outsiders and public 

view. 
• The research problem is concerned with human meaning 

and interactions viewed from the insiders perspective 
• The phenomenon is observable within an everyday life 

situation. 



Taking Fieldnotes 
• Write things down ASAP.  Do not wait for the 

morning, next week, some free time. You will 
forget!! 

• Begin practicing to take mental notes in 
conversations. 

• Jottings during the day or in activities can 
help you recall events more clearly when 
writing full notes.  

• But don’t jot conspicuously or all the time. 
• Be disciplined and write as much as you can, 

every day.  
• Make an extra set of copies of notes as soon 

as you can and keep them in a safe place.  



Officials 
• Officials can provide important 

information on official policies and 
statistics about the area. 

• Officials can also provide introductions 
into communities and point out specific 
difficulties and problems.  

• However, speaking with officials should 
not be a substitute for speaking with a 
wide variety of individuals. 

• Officials can be biased, and only want to 
show the good things about the area they 
work in.  

• Officials often are far away from the 
poorest and more remote people and do 
not understand their specific needs.  



Households/Individuals 
• Working with households and 

individuals allows the researcher to 
work in-depth with one person about a 
variety of topics.  

• The data can collected from each HH 
can be compared among other HHs in 
the area. 

• Individuals may be more likely to tell 
information when they are alone and 
not in a group 

• Household interviews should be sure to 
try to include different people in the 
HH, such as both husband and wife, the 
elderly, etc. 

• Household interviews should be at a 
time and place convenient for the 
people being interviewed.  
 



Focus Groups 
• People who share particular sets of 

interests, or have common 
characteristics.  

• For example, 1) wage laborers, 2) 
single mothers, 3) landless farmers  

• The objective of working with 
focus groups is to collect 
information about their distinct 
needs, interests and problems.  

• Focus groups allow the researcher 
to target particular types of people, 
particularly the marginalized. 

• Groups are convened to discuss 
topics or answer questions prepared 
by researcher.  Open discussion is 
encouraged.   



Group meetings 
• Group meetings allow all types of 

people in an area to come together 
to collectively discuss ideas.  

• Group meetings may be familiar to 
people as they often participate in 
these meetings on different topics. 

• Group meetings allow a variety of 
voices to be heard, and to 
contradict and discuss (and argue!) 
with each other. 

• However, some people will not 
participate fully because they are 
shy, afraid, or do not want to speak 
in front of other people 



To Tape Record or Not? 
• Notes cannot convey the way 

people talk and the exact 
language they use. 

• However, tape recorders can 
make people nervous and 
suspicious. 

• Tape recorders are best used in 
group situations, and with elites 
who may be used to them.  
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